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ö lloſtraced by ſame Conſiderations 
upon Rev. xxi. 4. at the Re- 
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To the deſervedly much eſteemed 


Mr, Edward Petit, and to his 

- Hopeful Off. ſpring, the Relicts 
ol the late Deceaſed Mrs, Sarah 
Petit, All Grace Mercy and Peace 
from God the Father, and from 
Jeſus Chriſt, the Son of the Fa- 


„ 


Dear Sir, 


T was at your requeſt, and from my very 
great reſpect to once the Eminent Piet 


aud Chriſtian Temper, and now to the 


Memory of hour late deceaſed Conſort, and 
in ſome hopes of helping you and yours, 
(and ſome others, if God be pleaſed to ho» 


nour theſe endeavours ſo far) it was on 


" theſe Accounts and Motives that I expoſe Þ q 
theſe my poor Labours to publick aud to jour 


View, Corrections and Inſtruttions men 
ſucceſoful, are the conſtituents of mereiful 


and gracious diſcipline, in Plal, xciv. 12. 


14. Heb. xii. 6. 12. Whilſt you were 


Here together, you found your ſulves bliſſings 
aud comforts each to other; and, as Parents 


of 4 Seed Jo hopeful and delightful, and ſo 
impreſſive from what you taught them and 


prattifea in their (ight, your comforts grew 
Jet more upon you ; all have not ſuch vouch- F 
1 from an High, who are yet der | 
fo God, and ſeriouſly his: and when ſich | = 
bleſſings are ſequeſtred frum i, me are jet 
Sand with thanks to God to on what once 
we had, Our oblig atious to nhantſgiuings : 
#0 him ought to out-live the mercies which l K 
we our ſelves ſurvive. Mortas we are, 
Marry, bring forth, Educate, diſpoſe of, f 
Au reſan when God by Death, or atbetwiſe, i 
demands and parts us from each other. Some 
ful Branches and Memorials of her once * 
related and endeared felf to you are left as 1 
jour great truſt and comfort, to be brought 
| for God by you, and if they, as I hope 
then will, anſwer your Chriſtian and Paternal 
eee, they greatly will allay the bitterneſs of 
Jour preſent cup. God ſay Amen to this 
deſire and hope: and may the Bleſſings of the 
. everlaſting Halt with the good will of him 
who awel: in the Buſh be apon you and you's, 
and upon all related to you, to your and their 
preſent and eternal ſatisfaction and aduan- 
lage. This is the hearty Prayer of 


Dear Sir, ER 
Nor. 20. ; 8 | * 
170%. Lours in and for our bleſſed Lord. ; 
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2 God ſbal wipe away all tears ns their 
eyes; and there ſhall be no more death, 
neither ſorrow, nor crying, s neither ſball 
there be any more pain: for ng former 


things are paſſed away. | = 
. NSULT but Rev. xx. 11-1 f. and 


R 


there you will ſee an awful repre- 
| ſentation of a ſolemn day of Judg- 
ment, like what the Lord Jeſus, ſometime 
| before, acquainted his Diſciples with, in 
Mat. XxV. 3 1. 46. The Throne, Great and 
White, as the ſeat of Majeſty and ſpotleſs 
. Juſtice: The Judge Glorious and Dreadful ; 
for the Earth and Heaven flee away from 
before his Face, and no place found 
for them to fix in: The Convent ion vaſt for 
Number; for ſmall and great appear, and 
all the Holy Angels, as we are told elſe- 
Where F Chriſt, and all the Priſoners - 
B the 


the Seas, the Grave and Hades, will ap. | 
pear in Court. The proceſs of the day, moſt . 


their Government ſhould be regulated; 


encouragements and advantages to ſuit the 
whole Man thereunto, in ſpirit, purpoſe and 


620 


accurately orderly.;. iz. The Book of God; 
wherein the Jura Regni ſhall be opened : 
God's and Chriſt's rig to govern Meg; 
their Wiſe and Righteous Laws whereby 


our Obligations to 5bſerve them; all ou 


behaviour; and upon what accounts the 
recompence may be expected. The Book 
of Conſcience: What we are conſcious to 
our ſelves of, as to our Tempers, Prin- 
ciples, Practices and Defigns, whilſt we 
were here, as Candidates and Probationers 
in this World for another. The Book of 
Life, wherein the Heirs of Life are, as ut 
were, upon Record, as purpoſed for Chriſt, 
purchaſed by Chriſt, given to Chriſt to be 
trained up by him for Heaven, and to be 
produced by him in his Day,- as. a full 
proof of his Wiſdom, Kindneſs and Fi- 
delity, in making them fo fit a Preſent for 
his Father and himſelf, And Judgment 

onounced and executed upon all, accord- 
ing to what is found contained in theſe 
Books, when opened in this Auguſt and 
Awtul Court. re eee 


» 
4 
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on Judgment E 
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; - Cw 
ap- Judgment thus paſt, The Renovation, 
nol Talled elſewhere the Regeneration, Mat. xix. 
dd; 29. commences in its compleat perfection. 
ed A new Heaven and Earth, and a nem Jeru- 
alem, Rev. xxi. , 2. Whether this be 
eby to be before the Conflagration of the World, 
ed; or after it, is not, by all, concluded on. 
ous F before it, it then imports ſo great a 
change upon Mens ſpirits by the free and 
powerful Preaching, of the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
the as ſhall concenter them in his Intereſt and 
300k Kingdom; and ſo great Revolutions both 
to in Political and Eccleſiaſtical affairs, as in 
- Jome meaſure, fitly may reſemble the final 
Ailiſſolution of this World, and more glorious. 
ters Rate of things and Perſons and Communi- 
t of ties which ſhall know no end. Hebr. xii, 
S it * 6, 28. with 2 Pet. X. 13. We have, in 
1ſt, Sacred writ, Jeruſalem beneath, above, and 
be from above. Gal. iv. 25, 26. Rev. xxi, 
be 10. But, in the Oriental and Prophetick 
full Stile, the Heaven and Earth repreſent Bo- 
Fi- dies Politick, ſuch as Empires, Kingdoms, 
for Churches, &c. wherein the governing part 
ent is repreſented by Heaven: and thus, the 
rd. Ning is meant by the San, the Queen by 
ele the Moan; the Nobles and Inferiour Magi- 
nd rates by the Stars; And by the like A. 
gnalogy you may apply this to Church Con- 
ſtitutions: And then tlie Governed may 
be called the Earth. See Ila. xiii. 9. 11; 
; 30 Mit. 


Mat. xxiv. 29. 34. Hg. ii. 6, 7, 21, 


22. Jer. iv. 23, 24. Ila. 51. 16. 10. Jer. 


34. 4 =_ 
Thus, By the diſſolved Heaven and Earth, I 
and their paſing away, we may underſtapd 4 
the Subverſion and Deſolation of all Pa- 1 
gan, Papal, Mahometan, and Antichri- 1 
ſtian Powers, by whom, and by whoſe 8 
Perſecuting Politicks and Engines the £ 

7 

0 


Church of Chriſt, and the World too, 
abounds with Inſtances of violent un- 
deſerved Deaths, Sorrows, Cries and Pain; 1 
as alſo, rhe extinguiſhing of that Spirit 
and the enervating of thoſe Motives which 
kindled and fed fuch Rage, derived from 
Satan that Roaring and — Lyon. 
And by the New Heaven and Earth, we 
may underſtand, ſuch Laws, ſuch Gover- 
nours, and ſuch Adminiſtrations, as fuit 7 
the Orders, expreſs the Heart, and ferve 
the purpoſes of Chriſt, as King of Na- 
tions, and as the Saviour of Mens Souls, + 
and of his Church: and ſuch a Spirit of 
Holineſs, Peace and Love in all degrees 
of Perſons as to reſt fatisghed with thoſe ; 
terms of Unity and Concord which God 
hath given us by that Inſpired Pen, in 
Eph. iv. 1. 6. Iſa. Ix. 17. 21. xxxii - 15. 
. Cs | 


N OW, 


21, Now, As this Goſpel State and Kingdom 
Jer. ſpreads it ſelf and proſpers in the refining 
of Mens Spirits, and reforming of their 
rth, Lives, ſo ſhall they find evident and ſen- 
apd HMible demonſtrations of God's Preſence and 
Pa- walking with them and before them, and 
hri- ſuch advantages flowing from that 'Theo- 
zoſe pracy which the accepted and improved 
the Goſpel fixes with them, as may fitly be 
00, cane the Nem Jeruſalem, coming (or come) 
un- down from God, to Men. Tho' yet this 
in; ſtate on Earth, be it ever ſo excellent, is 
jiric but as the dawning of the Heavenly 
ich glory towards its Meridian ſtrength a- 
om bove. And yet my Text imports much 
on. more than we can groundedly expect, 
we till this World be carried off, or changed 
er- by its laſt Flames. For Immortality can 
ſuit never fully take its place whilſt Death, 
rve the laſt Enemy to be deſtroyed, hath any 
Na- thing do with Men. As therefore our 
uls, Deceaſed Friend underſtood my Text, as 


of Containing the Privileges of the World 
ees above, and fetch'd her Comforts from 
ofe beyond the Grave and time, fo ſhall I 
od treat thereon accordingly, 

ing 


X 
2. 

1 5. N 
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B 3 There- 


Therefore in this Paragraph or Section, 
from werſe 1, to the 81h, we have 1. 4 
mighty Revolution, a New Heaven and 


Earth; and no more Sea, in that the frf 


Heaven and Earth were paſſed away. 2. The 
New Jeruſalem, The Holy City comes down 
from God out of Heaven prepared as a Bride 
adorned for her Hasband; ver. 2. And, ag © 
the chief City or Metropolis of the Hea- 
venly World or State; That Throne of the 
Lord, Jer. iii. 17+ and the State or Place of 
his fixed Reſidence amongſt Men. What in 
the Heavens is ſhadowed out by this, or 
may correſpond with this, we know not 
yet: but we read of two Thrones, vis. 
The Throne of God, and of Chriſt, Rev. 
iii. 21. And why may there nor be a a 
viſible Apartment for the viſible Schechina, 
and Manſions there for God's and Chriſt's 7 
peculiar Favourites and Courtiers? See- 
ing an equality in Glory ſeems not pro- 
bable. 3. Herein and hence do Iſſue forth 


vaſt Privileges to all the Seed of God, 
for he will be their God, even a God to 


them, and that for ever: ver. 3, 4. and 


pur a Period or End to all things, other- 
wiſe formerly grievous to them. 4. This 


their expectation is confirmed by his Or- 
der who fate upon the Throne; who is 
to cauſe this Renovation; who commands 


Joha to enter this upon Record; who is 
a 5 | Alpha 


755 


Alpha and Omega, the great encoura ger of 
his Followers; and who will conſign his 
1nd Enemies and theirs, unto the Burning 
Lake for ever; which is the ſecond Death. 
he Rev. XXI. 5. 8. Xx. 14, 15. 


14 Now let us conſider the Text it ſelf, and 
* therein Obſerve, 1. The weeping Eyes. 

2. Their Gracious God. 3. Their pro- 
miſed ſtate. 4. Their confirmed Hope. 
Tears there will be, and many of them, 
wWhilſt we are here. Sins and Sinners will 
or make us Weep and Cry. Fleſh, that Forge 
ot and Stage of Sin, muſt ſmart and wil cry 
, out: None can dry up our ſprings of 
Tears but God; and this, God will not do 
till we be taken hence, till Death it ſelf 
be Dead and Buried, and the firf things 
be paſſed away. Neither is this tearleſs, 
eaſy, ſafe, Immortal ſtate every ones Por- 
tion, Luk; xiii. 28. 


| | I. The weeping Eyes, or Tears to be wiped 95 


I. e Tears, Aﬀt. ii 37, 38. 
r. # Luk. xv. 7, 21, 24. Jer. Xxxi. 18. 20. 
„% Mit. ky 4 Ia. Ixi. 3. Paradiſe was Chriſt's 
2 Promiſe to the repeating Thief upon the 
: Croſs. Dedolent and hard-hearted Sinners 
* have no right or title to this promiſed Pri- 
;s Lilege; the ſerious Chriſtian, who thus 
B 4  fows 


1 


Co 
- ——— — DT—_—_ —_— — !kð - — 
* 


* * * — | 
kW * 
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(2) 
abides 


more. Theſe pangs of Travel end when 
the Birth is come. Joh. xvi. 21. SorrowS 
may be Praductive and Expreſſive of Re- 


pentance, but not the thing it ſelf. Godly 
. ſorrow worketh Repentance to Salvation not to 


be repented off. 2. Cor. vii. 10. But nothing 
is its own Cauſe. Repeated Faults, and the 
returns of ſorrows for them, are things un- 


| known in Heaven. 


We cannot 41.4 cordially and ſeverely 1 


Penitent, forget our manifold, Trant- 
greſſions and mighty Sins, whilſt we 
are in this World and Body; nor yet, 
remember them without Grief and 
Shame, if we confider then whom we 
hereby provoked, what thereby we have 


forfeited and loſt, and how diſmally we 
have ruined, defiled and prophaned what 
God determined for his Eternal Reſidence _ 


and Preſence in the higheſt Heavens, And 
ſurely, the Grace of God within us will 
not admit or ſuffer us to be ſo diſingenuous 


as to forgive our ſelves, as, ſoon and calily, 


ag 


3 


ſows in Tears, ſhall reap in Foy. Ratio. 
nal Repentance, or that whoſe Nature is 
a 2 * of ſpiritual temper and reliſh, * 

or ever; as matter of eternal thank- * 
fulneſs, praiſe and joyful ſatisfaction; 
when all the tediouſneſs of its paſſionate « 
Agonies and Expreſſions ſhall return no 


* 
. 
2 

Pl 

+ 
*J 

ha 


4A ts. Mb. md | to ws PO « Wo! hk © — 


A * * FEE. 1 ; 1 - 2 3 6 
E 8 - — * 3 * of Fo n E r a 4 & ws * * 23 a 
AA ̃ ee Ea tes, A SIR es —_— 


1 


wo 
*. 
rae] 
1 
. 
. 


a. zs God for Chriſt's ſake bath forgiven us. 
is Wonder not therefore that there are Tears 
h, in Bochim ſhed ſo plentifully by the Holy 
k- Seed on Earth, ſeeing, God and they have 
1; ſo much to ſay againſt themſelves, and 
te ® gladly would fee an end of what thus 
10 © miniſters to ſuch Tears; viz. Their ſin- 
en ſul diſpoſitions and deportments, with ſuch 
remains of God's Remonſtrances thereto, 
e as do attend them in this Life. Their de- 
ly © feftiveneſs after, as well as Sins before Con- 
to | verſion will evermore be broaching Tears. 


g | 
ne IT. The Tears of Supplicants, Hof. xii. 
n 4. Iſa. xxx. 19. Heb. v. 7. Our pre- 


{ent wants are pinching, our ſtraits are preſ- 
ſing ; our tempters are many, ſubtile, dili- 


* * 4 a a = 
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y gent, and malignant; our ſpiritual 4 
{- * eaſes and defects are various and diſturbing 
„eto us: No Balm in Gilead, no Phyſician 
et there; Perſons here are Impotent and 
d _ deceitful; and all below too tranſitory, 


'e _ unconſtant and unſuitable to fir and fill 
the vaſt capacities and deſires of our Souls, 
whom nothing ſhort of God can fatisfie 
It or redreſs compleatly. Hence we, with 
e 3 Tears and in the bitterneſs of our Souls, 
d apply our ſelves to God. Job x. 1, 2. 
Il 7 xvi. 20. Pſal. vi. 1. 7. XXXIX. 12. xlii. 1. 5. 
s Þ Ixxili. 25, 26. Jer. XXxi. 9. And yet, 


(10) 


How many Prayers and Tears muſt wo 
pour out to God, e're we obtain the Bleſ- 


fings which we fo ſenſibly and mournfully 
ſolicite and importune him for? Lek. xviil. 
1. 8. Hope deferred makes the Heart ſick, 


Prov. xiii. 12. and ſuch delays thereof ſhall 


ſerious Supplicants meet with here; yet 
mult not Prayers and Tears he laid aſide 
by us, nor regular ſeriouſneſs therein: For 
there are Prayers and Tears from other 
Springs and Principles, and to other Ends 
and Purpoſes, which have no part or por- 
tion in this promiſed bleſſing, but ſuch as 
will be followed with more dreadful Cries 


and Tears: Mal. ii. 13. all forts and kinds 


of Prayers and Tears are not eſteemed 
thus by God, but ſuch alone as flow from 
the Spirit of Adoption. Rom. viii. 26. 28. 
Weeping Eyes and mournful Pravers, 
coming from truly melted Hearts, con- 
cerned for Grace and Mercy for them- 
ſelves and others, engaged for the Promo- 
tion of the Kingdom of God and Chriſt 
in this World, and for their own preſent 
Faithfulneſs and eternal welfare; Theſe 
are the Tears which God molt eyes, ac- 
cepts, will wipe away, ard iſſue into ever- 
laſting Reſt and Joy. Dry Eyes do not 
indeed become us under the Exigencies, 
Trials and Intereſts, and Dangers of our 
. | * pre- 


\% 
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preſent State, crazy Tabernacles, corrupt 


and pained Fleſh, the Anguiſh and Di- 
ſtreſſes of our mortal Bodies, the Rotren- 
2 neſs, and Contempt, and Loathſomneſs 
through and by which they leave this 


World will fetch Tears from us, and our 
Concern to paſs thro? all to Heaven with 
ſafety, and in a Chriſtian Frame, will ex- 
tort ſuch Tears as only dying in, and being 
with Chriſt will eaſe. 


IIT. The Tears of Pilgrims, 2 Cor. v. 4. 


Phil. 1. 23. If thoſe who fate in Babylon 
could neither think nor find themſelves, their 
: Spirits, in Tune, to ſing the Songs of Lion 
in that ſtrange Land, but wept at the re- 
membrance of the delightful Privileges 
aʒnd Entertainments of their own native 
Country: As we are told in P/al. cxxxvii. 


1.6. And if the prodigal Son was ſo de- 
jected, when ſo ſeverely pinched with his 


foreign Wants and Straits, and when he 


was reflecting upon his preſent Exigences 
compared with the Fulneſs of his Father's 
Houſe ; Lak, xv. 15. 19. we need not won- 


der that Heaven-born Souls ſhould ſo much 


long, and beg, and weep to be at Home 


with God. If the Plalmiſt panted fo ſoli- 


citouſly, and wepr ſo bitterly for his Ap- 
proaches, in the Tabernacle Worſhip and 


142 
to his God, 


Heaven, (as you may ſee in P/al. xlii. 


Affliktion was wicked Sodom unto ri 
ous Lot? What Fellowſhip 


derers, in Places remote from their 


acquaint you with: But none more 


bly than the induſtrious faithful Chri 


to be in readineſs to be called up th 
Whilſt we are here, we are lamenting 
we are not, 
cannot be compliant with. 1 Pet. iv. 


* F 
© ; 
Wo 
3 
5 
{ "þ 
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Solemnities, which 
faintly repreſented what he now finds in 


1 4. 
Ixiti. 1. 2.) well may the ſerious and expe- 
rienced Chriſtian, entitled and wrought * 
thereto, bemoan his abſence from his Cœ - 
leſtial Country. What have theſe Deni- 
zons of Heaven and Heirs of Life, to re. 
concile them to their ſtay below? What an 


ighte⸗ 


and Entertain- 
ment was there for him there? ii Pet. ii. 7, 
And what Delight could Noah, that Preach⸗ 
er of Righteouſneſs, take in his ſo wicked 
Generation? God and we know the Hearts 
of Strangers: WhatSlights and Hardſhips, 
Hazards and Fears, moſtly attend a Pil- 
grim-State, and Courſe, Exiles and Wan- 


8. 


OWNn 


Countries and Manſions, can mournfully 


ſenſi- 
ſtian, 


= hath ſent his Heart before him to that 
State above, and makes what haſt he can 


ither. 
what 


what we like not, what we 


3 4. 


For all that makes and ſpeaks us Candi- 
dates for, and Heirs of Heaven, cauſes the 


Chil- 


* N N 
# 
i 
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Spirit, Heb. xi. 36, 38. 


11. 13. 18. Ro. xill. 


i Theſſ. iv. 13. Joh, xvi. 20. 22, 23. 


0131 
Children of this World to look upon, aud 
to uſe us as Foreigners to their State and 


IV. The Tears of Militants, ae fed 


their Conflicts with their Races to be 


both ſharp and long, Heb. v. 7. Eph. vi. 
12. Chriſtians are repreſented to us as Si- 
diers; and thence, Hardſhip is to be expect- 
ed and endured by them, ii Tim. ii. 3. 
Their Exerciſes are called the Good Fight of 
© Faith, i Tim, vi. 12. What Armour "hey 
are to wear and uſe, youmay ſee in Eph. vi. 
12. ii Cor. vi. 7. 
Their Ezemies are ſubtile, cruel, nume- 
rous, indefatigable, and malignant, and 
led on briskly by the great Adverſary Sa- 
tan. This Enemy hath many under his 
: Influence and Command. Luk. xxil. 53. 
; Eph. it. 2. And he and they have vaſt and 


various Advantages againſt the Followers 


? of Chriſt, who are yet burthened with ſen- 
N ſibly great Imperfections and Defects: 
; And the great Difficulties of this War will 


= coſt us Tears and Groans 


V. The Tears of Sufferers from God, 
and for his ſake, in Act. xx. 19. viii. 2. 
Mat. 


V. 10. 12. 1 Per. 1. 6, ). Tears in chis 


11 World 


(14) 
World and Body have their ſeveral Prin. 
ciples, Roots, and Springs, which more ot 
leſs affect the Heirs of Life, in this their * 
diſtant mortal and imperfect State, Heb. * 
xii- 6. 12. Sence will be Sence, and rela. 
tive and friendly Sympathies will be ſtrong, 
when our imperfect Faith and Hope have 
done their beſt. All Sufferings from God 
reliſh of Guilt in us, of which we are ei- 
ther conſcious or - ſuſpicious to or in our 
Selves; and of ſome diſtaſt in God there- 
of. And as to whar we meet withal from 
Men, this ſadly reprefents to us their diſ- 
mal Frame and State, greatly to be lamen- 
ted by us, Pal. cxix. 136. cxx· 5, . The 
Follies and Infirmities of ſome, the Wick- 
edneſs of others, and God's Animadverſi- 
ons upon both, and the calamitous Reſults 
of all; ſuch Things as theſe will frequent- 
ly open the Sluces and Flood-gates of our 
Tears, and make us Mourn. Have we 
not alſo the death of Relatives and Chriſti- 
an Friends, after great Pains and Agonies 
long upon them; and thoſe too, tuch as 
made us mournful Attendants on them, 
and witneſſes of their Sighs, and Groans, 
and ghaſtly Looks? What ſhall we ſay to 
the Rags of wicked Perſecutors, awaken- 
ed by, and venced againſt the Faithtulneſs 2 
and Zeal of the truly Chriſtian: Race? 


N 
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rin add hereunto t 


he Scandals and Revolts of 
any Profeſſors from whom no ſuch Things 


heir were expected once: The removal of great 


Jeb, 


— 


Luminaries, ſtately Pillars, and uſeful 


ela- patterns, and Exemplars in Churches, Fa- 
ng, milies, and all forts of Communities; and 
that when they could leaſt be {pared in hu- 
man Thought: Yea, and the very many 
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19. ii Cor. vi. 4, 5. 
6, 7. Add to all this, the medicinal Diſ- 
cipline of Providence to heal thoſe Spiritu- 
prevent thoſe Iafecti- 
ons ander which God's Children labour here, 
or to which they are obnoxious. Heb. xi. 
#5. 11. Jas. i. 2. 4. 


gal Diſeaſes, or to 


— of Mind and Body 
ours oft undergo, - before we leave this 
World: Such Things as theſe are ever 
fetching 


which we and 


Tears from us. See Phil. iii. 18, 


xi. 23. 29. Job v. 


9. 12. Ro. v. 3545 


Pſal. xciv. 12, 14 A Body always 


15. 
Healthful and at Eaſe would make the 


Soul neglect it ſelf, to be enamour'd too 
much upon its preſent Cottage, and leſs 


1 Cor. xv. 42, 44. 


concerned about, or pleaſed with the Pro- 
7 ſpect of its more curious Structure and Ac- 
compliſhments, when raiſed from the 
Dead. 
We are prone enough to doat upon our bo- 
dily Strength and Beauty, even to a Diſpa- 
ragement and Contempt of, others, 


Phil. iii. 21. 


who 
do 


do not equal us therein; and we expect ſuch * 
Veneration and Reſpects from them as can- 
not well conſiſt with that Humility and 
Modeſty, which would render Souls more 
Beautiful and Lovely in the Eyes of God, 
as herein more reſembling Chriſt, that 
peerleſs Beauty in the Univerſe. And 
hence the Body muſt be weakened, and its 
Comelineſs turned into Paleneſs, Rotten- 
neſs and ghaſtly Looks, (and after all. to 
Duſt) that thus it may leſs rival and en- 
danger Soul- concerns. And as to what 
may gratifie us here, (as Riches, Honour, 
Pleaſures, &c.) the ſequeſtration or em- 
bittering thereof, may and muſt, by our 
Tears, carry or keep off our exceſs of Love 


thereto. 
l. Te Graben God, 


I. He who hath trained and wrought 


them for this State. 2 Cor. v. 5. Ro. v. 5. 
Eph. i. 13, 14. ii. 4, 10. 1 Tyeſſ. ii. 10. 
2 Pet. v. 10. 2 Tim. 1. 7. 10. Col. i. 11. 


13. The Goſpel proſpect of this State; 
all our Proviſions for an abundant Entrance 


there into; our great Intentneſs thereup- 
on to be attempered to that State; And 
our Preſervation on our way thereto; theſe 
are all from God through Chriſt, who gra- 

| cioully 
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cioully vouchſafes his providential Preſence 
with us all the way. He leads us on our 
Way. He ſuits his Diſcipline. to his Kind 
and great Deſign upon and for us. He 
fits us for, ſupports us under, improves us 
* by, and carries us thro? our Tears- extort- 


ing Trials. Jam. i. 2,5. ii Tim. iv. 16, 18; 


n- 9. Pſal. cxvi. 5, 15. XXIili- 1, 4. IXXIii. 
to 23, 28. XXXI Ii. 28, 29. XXXIV. 19. 

at II. He who hath himſelf prepared Hea- 
r, ven, that State of full redreſs for us, in 


Mat. xxv. 34+ Jam. ii. 5. Lak. Xii. 32, 
38. i Pet. i. 4, 9. Joh. Xiv. 1, 3. Xii. 
22, 24. This new Jeruſalem comes down 
from God. Rev. xxi. 2. But what it is 
in its Perfection, and what we there ſhall 
have and be, the State it ſelf will beſt 
diſcover to us, ii Cor, ii. 9. with Ia. Ixiv. 4. 
1 50h. iii. 2. But it is a State of Reſt and Joy. 


2 P/al. xvi. 11. Heb. xi. 10, 16. That State 
is deligned, and will be found to be too 
clearly expreſſive of its Author's Name and 


Heart to the Children of his Grace and 
Love to admit of Tears, or of, any thing 
Miniſtring thereto; _ Do 0 Hen 
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III. He who deſigned this State to be, 
in the Profpect of our Faith and Hope, I. 
both our Encouragement and Support 2 
whilſt we are in this vale of Tears. Hel, b 
Xi. 1.6. xii. 2. Mat. v. 11, 12. ii Cor, © 
iv. 16, 18. Heb. x. 34, 39. It had been 
diſmal living in, and paſſing thro? ſuch a « 
diſordered, diſeaſed, diſtracted, curſed 
World as this, which, like that Roll in 
Exel. ii. 10. is filled with Lamentations, 
Mourning, and Woe, had not God ſet 
ſome better State in view. Act. xx. 24. e 


o 


Heb. xi. 25, 26. Here we have Tears of 
neceſſity, becauſe of manifold Calamities 
and Croffes: Of Duty, becauſe of ſo much 
Sin within us and without us, and ſuch Re- 
monſtrances to our own and others Unwor- 
thineſs towards God and Chriſt. And of 
Holy Ingenuonſneſs, in that God's Patience, 
Grace, and Bounty is, thro' his Son, ſo 
very Obliging and Endearing, and yet fo 
little melts our Souls into Comportments 
with his Will. There will be alſo Fears of 
Trfirmity, in that God's Dealings with us 
are, and will be ſo much fuſpected and 
miſconſtrued by us. Ma: xlix. 14, 16. 
Gen. xlii. 36. Alas! If Providence viſit or # 
remove Friends, Relatives, or Things dear t 
to us, We preſently ſuſpect God's Heart to- # 
+ «: | wards,” 
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rds us, and wet gur ee forſaken 
Ye, and undone, and' weep like Perſons utter- 
be, ly caſt off. Pſa/.*/xxwi4. 2, 10. And where 
ort and by whom will it be better with us, but 
eh, #by God and Heaven? 
or. | 
en IV. He who determined this State to be 
12 « the full and final Compenſation for all the 
ed Tears and Trouble which their purſuit of 
in Heaven hath coſt them. ii Theſf. i. 4, 10. 
ns, Pſal. cxxvi. 5, 6. xxx. 4, 5. it Tim. vi. 8. 
ſet Ro. ii. 7. And hence this State is repreſent- 
24, ed to us, as Reſt for the weary and fatigued; 
of Peace for diſturbed and oppoſed Ones in 
ies their way to Heaven; and Joy for Mourn. 
ch ers, that they grow no more, move no faſt- 
e- er, get to Heaven no ſooner, and that they 
or- are file to leave the Church and World ſo 
of Jittle better for them, whenever they are 
ce, called to leave it: Yea, and as a Cty, 
ſo Kingdom, and Community, in all its Order, 
ſo Privileges, and Perfections; having no 
nts Kin? but God and Chriſt; no Citizens or 
As Inhabitants , but Holy Angels and the 

5 Seed of God; no Buſineſs and Delight but 
od to pleaſe God and Chriſt, and to be leaſed 
15. in doing fo: And no other Viſions, Fervours, 
or ruitions, andFrotedtion, and no more can 
ey they need or-wiſh for, than what they 
there ſhall have, viz, The Face of Maje- 
S ſy 


def 


(he)) 2, 
ty upon the Throne amongſt them, com- 
poſed to an eternal Smile upon them; IT 
Divine and Holy Love aſcending from 
them, and deſcending on them, to teſtifie 
eſtabliſned Complacency betwixt God and 1 
them: All Aſſurances, Exerciſes, Expreſſions, 
and Effects, of moſt intimate and 1nviola- pe 
ble Friendſhip betwixt God and them to 
their full Satisfaction; and God himſelf 15 
engaged to perpetuate this State, and to x- 
preſerve them in it without end. For no- 
thing leſs than this, and how much more 
we know not yet, hath God aſſured his 
Children of, and urged them to expect, as 
what none but the only One of Heaven 
and Earth can do; and as what he himſelf 
will do, that he may not be aſhamed to 
| be called Their God, Heb. xi. 16. And rg = 
1 their heavenly Joys ſhall quite exceed their 
{11 Tears and Sufferings here, and be the . 
great Reward thereof, Heb. x. 32, 34 f 
it is Blaſphemy to think or ſay, That 


vain or mean Hopes in us are ſtarted or g 
cheriſhed by our All- ſufficient, and Faith 
ful, and gracious God, J. xxv. 8. a 
I i! 
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r IV. The promiſes Privileges in this State. 
e I. The Things ſo apt to draw forth 
d # Tears, as you in part have heard before, 
„ are ſuch as theſe. 1. The ſence of 
* * Guilt and Wrath upon the World and 
e us 2. The proſpect of our penal Diſ- 
l : ſolution and our departure hence «by 
to Death, called the laſt Enemy to be deſtroy- 
Ad. 3. Fear of a ſecond Death, as put- 
e ting us wholly into Satan's Power, and 
WW 2a thorough exemption from ſuch Fears, 
sis not the Lot of every Child of God, 
20 aud Heir of Life whilſt in this World, 

through Conſciouſneſs to themſelves of 
many Imperfections in their Frame and 
a, Courſe. 4. The Harbingers of Death 
within us and upon us, viz. our bodi- 
the ly Maladies and Diſtempers, and the 
ſenſible declenſions of our Fleſh, eſ- 
pecially when preſſingly Painful and 
Noiſome to us. The Roots whereof 
th. are in theſe our earthly Tabernacles 

and vile Bodies. 5. The fatal or di- 

ſtreſſing Aceſdents whereto we are eve- 

ry Day obnoxious from without, which, 
hen they [are experienced by our 
Th © ſelves, or by others whom we do or 

* ought to Lope, go to our very Hearts 

f C 3 als 
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afflictingly. 6. Inordinate Reſentments 


of What lies croſs to our Deſires and 
ExpeQtations in this World, as the 
Death and Miſeries of our deareſt Rela- 
tives, and Friends, whether in the Fleſh, | 
or in the Lord; or the loſs of what 
we greatly value in this World, and 
with ſome warrant too from Heaven, 
as they may be ſubordinately ſervice- 
able to more noble Chriſtian Purpoſes * 
and Concerns; as Uſeful Liberty, 
Plenty, Eaſe, Reputation, and the like. 
7. The Rage and Power of Perſecu- 
tors; the Scandals which attend ſuch * 
Storms, and the too evident Decays of 
ſerious Religion in times of Peace and 
Liberty at Home, tho? Wars and de- 
ſolating Judgments abound in Nations 
round about us, and tell us how eaſi- 
ly and juſtly an angry Ged may fill 
and fend this Cup to us. 8. Our oon 
defectiveneſs in Soul- concerns. How | 
little proportion do our Improvements 
bear, as to our Ripenings for this Bleſſed 
World before us, to thoſe Aſſiſtances, 
Obligations, and Encouragements, 
which God hath multiplied upon us 
in our long Goſpel-day? 9g. All which 
doth ſo affect our Bodies, as to impair 
their Uſefulneſs, or to ruffle hems in 
T _ 
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all that doth or can afflict us or moleſt 
us, is quite carried off, when there ſhall 
be no World, Fleſh, Devil, to moleſt 
or to torment us. The Root of Bitter- 
. gneſs lies here. The Will of God and 
Man are in a Conteſt and at Variance; 
2 yea, in a diamerrical, full Oppoſition 
each to other. Sin ſtrikes at what God 
2 ſets his Heart upon; which is the plea» 
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their Miniſteries to Soul-Affairs; and 
2 to render all uncomfortable to us here; 
gas Sicknels, Age, Pain, Weakneſs, 
2? Heavinels, or whatever makes the Soul 
2 uneaſy and unſerviceable in its preſent 
2? Manſion. 10. Our abſence from our 
Lord in Heaven, and from the Enter- 
tainments and Employmeats of that ſa 
2 bleſſed State above, which is to be our 
” everlaſting Home, ii Cor. v. 1, 4. 


II. Tears then are wiped away, when 


ſing of his wiſe and righteous Will, in 


; our. Obſervation' and Improvement of 
his kind Conduct of us to himſelf in 
Glory, by his Son Jeſus Chriſt; which 


Jeſus Chriſt would have us growthful 
and compleat in a Divine Life and 
Nature. And if we croſs this Will of 
his, ſo good, fo acceptable, and ſo per- 
fect; God teltifies * Diſpleaſure Dy 

: -4 us 
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his withdrawing of his gracious Preſence 


from us, by turning of us over to our | 
diſordered and diſturbed Selves; and 
by his croſſing our animal Wills in mak- 
ing what we aim at and eſteem, more 
than we do the Will and Glory of our' 
God, moſt troubleſome and vexatious to 
our ſelves, and that moſt ſenſibly. Now, 
when all Things miniſtring to this 
Controverſie on our part, and all things 
expreſſive of God's Anger on his part, 
are removed ſo as never to return a- 

ain, then all our Tears are wiped 
away, for Sin and Sorrows mult paſs 


off together; | 


III. This none but God himſelf can 
do, and he will do it for us, J. xxv. 8. 
Rev. vii. 17. For who can turn his 
Wrath away, or ſtand before the leaſt 
of the Inſtruments or Engines of his 


Indignation ? Daz. iv. 34, 35. Iſa. lvii, 


Comfort us. 


IV. But when this is to be, is not a- 
greed upon by all our Commentators, 
1. Some think theſe Words are taken 
from Iſa. xxv. 8. and that they relate to 
lie deliverance cr Jef from | 
C und- 


19, 21. God alone can fully Heal and 
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Sennacherib and his Army, but this we 


paſs by, as too trivial to be confuted. 
But 2- others carry theſe Words to the 
New Jeruſalem State on Earth, which 


they make to be a Thouſand Years on 


the Earth, wherein all the Chriſtian 
Race ſhall not be troubled with Perſe- 
cutions. 3. Others refer it to the times 
of Conſtantine. 4. Others to Chriſt's 
Millennium. 5. And many think that it 
cannot relate to Heaven, becauſe it is 
ſaid that this State was repreſented to 
St. John, as coming down from Heaven, 
or from God out of Heaven, verſe 2. 
But this may only repreſent its divine 
Original and Frame: And as to St. John, 
the viſionary Form and Structure of it 
might deſcend to meet him on the 
Mountain, ver. 10. and that only as an 
umbrage of Chriſt's defrent with all his 
Glory, and his Retinue in his great and 
ſolemn Day, i 7, vi, 14. 16. Eph. v. 
27. i Theſſ. iii. 13. Jude 14. and Lak. 
ix. 26. But I think, 6. That they who 
take this to be Heaven it ſelf, are in 
no Error; and that all which here on 


Earth we can look for or poſſeſs, muſt 


needs come ſhort of what we are to 
have in Heaven, For all the glorious 
Deſcriptions of the New Jeruſalem State 

a & Y . on 


(26) 
on Earth, if ſuch a State may be expect- 
ed here, as is deſcribed in Rev. xxi. 10, 
27. Xxii. r, 5. and whether ſo or not I 
know not, mult needs come very ſhort 
of Heaven it ſelf And therefore as our 
deceaſed Friend in Chriſt did chule this 
Text, as apprehending Heaven it ſelf 
to be deſcribed therein, fo ſhall I diſ- 
courſe upon rhoſe Inſtances of Happineſs 
which are mentioned therein, and which 
ſhe lived and dyed in the joyful Expe- 
Qtation and uſeful Reliſh of. And as 
they arc laid in Negatives before us, fo 


{hall we conſider them in their textual 
Phraſe and Order. 


Firſt, No Deathcan there invade that 
bleſſed World, Luk. xx. 36. and i Cor. 
XV. 42, 44, 52, 57. ii Cor. v. 4. Phil. 
111. 21. No Fleſh and Blood is there, 
nor any Diſorders ſhall befal us which 
tend to Diſſolution, as in our preſent 
Tabernacles we now ſo ſenſibly experi- 
ence. We there ſhall need no Sulte- 
nance from thoſe courſe Entertainments 
and Refections which here inferiour 
Creatures yield us, i Cor. vi. 13. Nor 
ſhall our Countenances change by being 
ghaſtly in their looks; nor ſhall our Lips 


| (27) 
grbw cold, our Members ſtiff or uſeleſs, 
our Eyes dim or ſunk into our Heads, 
our Speech low or faultring, or our 
Breath corrupt, or our Carcaſſes noi- 
ſome or offenſive unto any : No, there 
we ſhall have an eternal Youthfulneſs 
as to Beauty, Vigour, and Agility, 
This King of Terrors hath neither 
Throne nor Footſtool, Prey nor Vaſſals 
in the Heavens. Mortality ſwallow'd 
up of Life! What Sting or Victory can 
they pretend to there? Ro. vi. 23. 
Death, where it Reigns, how diſmal is 
it in its proſpect! How ſtartling in its 
Harbingers and Prognoſticks? How 
dreadful in its Pangs and Agonies! And 


how Afflictive in its Influences upon 


ſurviving Friends, and Relatives, and 
diſſolved Families, thereby! But in 
the State of heavenly Fliſs, alter our 
glorious Reſurrection, we ſhall have 
no Principles of Corruption in our Bo- 
dies, which then will not be vile, like 
our preſent Fleſh and Blood; no dan- 


ger of Death, or of Diſtempers from 


threatning Enemies, or Evils from 
without us, ſuch as Cruelty from Per- 
ſons, Exceſſes or Unwholſomneſs from 
Refections, infectious Influences from 
what we breath in, or from the malig- 
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(28) 
nant Hoſt of Hell, whoſe Power is 
greater at preſent in the Air both to in- 
ſect and diſturb it ſo as to haſten and 
effect the diſſolution of theſe craſie Ta- 


bernacles. Devils cannot if they would. 


Angels will not if they could, God 
could but will nor end that bleſſed Life, 
becauſe no fatal Sentence now abides 
in force againſt us, and becauſe God 
and Chriſt are pleaſed and glorified in 
the accompliſhment of their moſt gra- 
cious Decree and Promiſe to bleſs us 
with Eternal Life. a 


+ Secondly, Sorrow and ſighing then 
ſhall take their flight, and never more re- 
turn. Pſal. xvi. 11. Tears have their 
ſeveral ſprings and fources which will 
be then dried up effectually by God 
himſelf, when that great Promiſe ſhall 
be fulfilled to its height, in I/. xxxv. 
10. Thoſe valuable Friends and Rela- 
tives, and thoſe great Pillars of their 
Age and Days whoſe ſufferings here 
and paſſing hence by Death we now fo 
much lament, ſhall meet us there to 
- part no more aſunder; nor yet be there, 

throꝰ any imperſections which here ſome 
had, and others have, and all will have 
who {qjourn here, Bryars and Thorns, 


or preſſing tryals of our PatienceandCan- 
dour: NoFunerals nor Tragical accidents, 
no weeping ſor diſtreſſes there, zz: tte. 
Sighs and Tears are intimate Sorrows, 
painful at the Heart, altho' they tell 
not what, but ſometimes ſomewhat un- 
fit or too great by Words to be expreſt; 
but Heaven knows no ſuch things, 
but rather Joys too big for. Words, or 
for, any things in this World fully 


=o 


to repreſent them by. 1354 A ve 
Thirdly, No ground for crying under 
Vexatious Impoſitions or Iaflictions 
there; nor for any Invaſions by any 
ſurpriſing Enemies or Evils. Rev, xxi. 
Iſa. Ix. 18, 2. 8 veauyy. What 
Things or Evils this Word relates unto, 
the Prophet tells you, who ſays, O Lord, 
How long ſhall I cry - cry out to thee, of 
violence, and thou wilt not hear nor ſave? 
Why doſt thou ſhew me Iniquity, and.to 
behold grievance ? for ſpoiling and violence 
are before ine: and there, are who raiſe up 
ſtrife and contention : Therefore the law 
is lacked, and Judgment doth never. go 
forth: For the wicked doth Es about 
the Righteous, therefore wrong Judgment 
proceedeth. Hab. 1. 2, 4. But what faith 
God elſewhere. Behold, My ws 
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hall fins for roy of heart, bat ye ſhall er 
Ly / . and hull howl 2 
ve cat ion of ſpirit. But be ge glad and ye- 
joice for ever for that which I create; for 
behold, I create Jeruſalem a rejoycing, and 
her People a Joy, and I will rejoyce in 
Jeruſalem, and joy in my — and the 
voice of mecping ſhall not be heard in her, 
nor the voice of crying any more: Iſa. Ixv. 
14, 18, 19. And where can this 
be fully verified, but, or as, in Hea- 
ven? No Thieves can there break 
through or Steal, no Moths there to 
corrupt: No Murtherers to kill, no Ty- 
rants to inſult us or diſtreſs us, no 
Foreign Enemies to invade, or to lay 
us waſte. 1 ek 


- *Fourthly, No pain of Mind or Body 

there, to be experienced, or to be con- 
teſted with, or complained of. Job v. 
17; 19. g is here the Word, and 
it imports labour, grief, wearineſs ; any 
thing tedious or tormenting: What 
can we meet with there to tire or to 
diſtreſs us, or to make the Services ot 
Miniſtries, or Pleaſures of thoſe ſerene 
and“ glorious Regions, irkſome or te- 
dious to us? Mortality is there put off. 
This ' World is either carried off or 
VL 1 | changed 


_ 5 
changed much for the better by its laſt 
Conflagration. Toils, Griefs, Fears 
and Cares; and all laborious Fatigues 
_ 14 and Heaven knows nothing 

It is not there as it is in this 
by orld, that in much wiſdom there is much 
grief ; and that be who increaſes knowledge 
tacreaſes ſorrow : Or that much ſtudy 
ſhall be a wearinels to the Fleſh : Eci. 
i. 18. Xii- 12. Pangs as ſharp as thoſe 
of Travel muſt the Mind undergo to 
gain thoſe ſcantlings of knowledge, 
(for ſuch they are "comparatively to 
What is above) which are attainable 
by the ſevereſt application of the ſharp- 
eſt Parts, even of the moſt Indefatis- 
able Students in this World: but much 
more and clearer diſcoveries of thoſe 
moſt excellent and delightful things will 
be obtained in Heaven, without the 
leaſt ſolicitude and anxiety ' of Spirit. 
And as to what concerns our then tranſ- 
formed Bodies, they are provided for 
by God, at a far better rate than hu- 
mane Induſtry and Providence could 
reach; and we ſhall find them there, 
all uſefulneſs, in the abſtract, to our 
enlarged refined and exalted Souls; no- 
thing there racks or ſtings Body or 


Mind. All that in Heaven: concerns, 
becomes 


Ne 


becomes or pleaſes is of moſt eaſie ac- 
quiſit ion and fruition ; nor is there 
ground or room for the leaſt fretting 
thought or painſul ſtretch or ſtep; all 
ſpiritual ReluCtancies and bodily. inf. 
wities are left behind us. : 


» Fifthly, No ſigns. of God's abſence or 
defertion i in that ſtate; but the Sche- 
chinah is there fixed, and all bleſſings 
there attend that Glory. Rev. Xxi. 

Zeb. xi. 16. God we ſhall ſee, but how, 

leaven it ſelf muſt inform us fully; 
all the diſcoveries of what we ſee and 
know of God here are but as Enigma- 
tical and dark repreſentations of what 
of God will then appear in its Me- 
ridian, and full. eyed Glory. When 
God is called a — (as Chriſt called 
him, Joh. iv. 24.) we can not think 
that term to be fully expreſſive of the 
Eſſence and Excellence of that ſo in- 
finitely exalted Being as to exceed all 
Language, Repreſentations, and Ima- 
ginations . whatſoever. Job xi. 7, 9. 
And can we think that any Spirit, 
and much leſs ſuch a one as God can 
be immediately beheld by the moſt 
pure and moſt refined bodily Eye? 
But an Emblemartical fixed Glory — 
may 
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may be, fo full of placid and Endear- 
ing 'Majelty and Luſter, as ſhall affect 
our Minds and Eyes to their moſt ra- 
viſhing ſatisfaction. Indeed, the then com- 
pleated and refined Univerſe will be 
as one clear Mirrour of what of God 
is fir to be ditcerned and enjoyed by 
us; and therein, our glorified Re- 
deemer, on his Throne and in his bleſ- 
ſed Kingdom, ſhall be the wonder and 
delight of his Redeemed Favourites, as 
well as of thoſe myriads of bleſſed Spi- 
rits which now are, and then ſhall be 
the Inhabitants of that World, where- 
in they and we ſhall conſtitute one 
Family and Kingdom. And then the 
Glory of that State ſhall meet with no 
Eclipſe, nor the the Services and En- 
tertainments of it with any intermiſ= 
fion, abatement or period. Every thing 
and Being there, will evidence a preſent 
and pleated God, and All his Happy to 
the full in God and Chriſt. 


Sixthly, No need of furthet Tryals, 
for they have anſwered and attaine( 
to their ſtated End. Rev. xiv, 4, f. 
Vit- 12. 17. 2 Tim. iv. 7, 8. No cat- 
nal bodies to be tried: No dangerous 
World to try them in: No Enemies to 

15 n try 
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try them by. Mat. iii. 12. xiii. 40 43. 
1 Pet. i. 6, 7. iv. 12, 13. Jam. i. 12. 
4 2 Cor. iv. 17. The former things are aſſed 
amy. The Old Man Crucified effectu- 
ally, dever to riſe wy: Satan quite 

; difpoſſeRt, conquered, inſulted, aud in 
| Sen Impriſonment, and in his 
hains of darkneſs, and never to aſ- 
fault us more. His Inſtruments and 
. Servants, of what capacity and rank 
ſo ever, all ſent down with him, there 
ro abide for ever. This world dif- 
ſolved, and all its furniture burat up, 
which had before fo ſtrongly and dan- 
925005 tempted us to Luxury, Pride, 
loth, Covetouſneſs, and what not: 
All humane Conſtitutions ended, and all 
Authority and Principalities put down - 
tor ever here. No perſecuting Per- 
ſons, Principles or Practices to be ſeen 
or felt, or heard of more. The race is 
run. The fight is ended. The Theatre 
is taken down.. The Adverfary fled- 
The Victory crowned and applauded. 
Death and Hell are no where to be 
found at all, but in the burning Lake. 
Sions warfare is accompliſhed, her ſelf 
compleated, and her fidelity rewarded 
fully and for ever, Her Children and 
their Graces are /o burniſhed and Efta- 

| bliſhed, 
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bliſhedy as no more to need the Refiners 
Eire, or tlie Fullers Sope. All now in 
Termmo; even what, and where, and ur 
they are to be for ever: Ever with the 
Lord, always acceptable ſafe and eaſy, 
And withbut rebuke before him. Mor- 
tality and Miſery ſwallowed up of Life 
for ever. Job never on the dunghil 
with his cenſorious and harſh Friends, 
his painful Sores and Ulcers, or in his 
—_ Enemies hands again. No more 
all Jeremy be in the Dungeon, nor 
Daniel in the Lions Den, nor Lot in 
Sodom, nor the Three Children in the Fiery 
Furnace; ſeeing theſe, and all the Chil- 
dren of God will have and be what 
God deſigned and prepared them for, 
and at laſt brought them to, by all 
their tryals. Great need there was of 
tryals here, as to our inner and out ward 
Man. For why ſhould our return to 
God be made as quick and eaſie to 
us, as was our revolt from him? If 
all our Faculties, Senſes, and Mem- 
bers have, with ſo much facility drawn 
and kept off themfelves from God, as 
they have evidently done, ſhould no 
Proof be required by God from us, and 
wen by us to him, and to thoſe ſin- 
efs piercing Eyes upon us which with 
8 "IS diſtaſte 
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diſtaſte beheld our Fall from God, tliat 


we abhor our ſelves as Sinners, and 


that we greatly .covet to return again? 
Out Apoſtaſie and Tranſgreſſions were 
and axe voluntary things, and moſt no- 
toriquſly ſo: and hence, if God in Chriſt 
be reconciling us to himſelf, and this in 


Doctrine, our gradual Improvement 
for our abundant entrance into Liſe; 
may be not fitly require and expect 
that we perform and bear his Will, tho? 
coſtly to the Fleſh, as a juſt Proof of 
our acceptance, and moſt prevalent 
eſteem of his offered Grace to us, aud 
of his ſo great intentneſs upon reducing 
us to himſelf in Glory? What we pre- 
fer is beſt known by what we forego 


proof muſt be given here. 2 Thefſ. i. 


4, 5. 1 Pet. i. 6. 9. But now, what 
trials can we need in Heaven, or meet 
withal ? 


I. Why ſo enamoured upon this 
World and Body? Jam. iv. 1, 4, 13, 
14. 1 Tim. vi. 6. 1 Cor. Vil. 29. 


31. 


the view of Heaven, Earth and Hell; 
and if he intend, by Diſcipline and 


and undergo on that account, and this 


IV. The Application hereof to our ſelves. - \ 


3E 
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3. 15%. li. 15. 17. a. x. G Pal. 
XXXIX. 4. 11. Lake xii. 15. 21. A 
ſhort. uncertain Life, in a ciaſie Body, 
and in a vain and wicked World, amidſt 
ſuch - Enemies Snares and Dangers, ſo 
in the Power of our great Foe, the 
Devil, under ſuch various and heavy 
Curſes, and amongſt ſuch deceit ſul 
Things and Perſons,” upon ſuch weak: 
and tottering Pillars and Foundations, 
and we our ſelves always feeling and 
facing what will bring us down to the 
very Grave and duſt e're long, as weare 
warned fronftime to time by daily in- 
ſtances and experiences and ſpectacles 
of Vanity, Miſery and Mortality! Who 
n would be here for ever, that have an 
eaſier, ſafer and more glorious ſtate to 
aim at, endeavour after, and expect 
with Hope and Joy? 's 991 -- 
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II. What an allay hence have you 
Mourners to your preſent Sorrows for 
the Deceaſe of your ſo valuable Rela· 

tion Mrs. Sarah Petit? O remember 
and conſider, Ia. lvii. 2. 1 The. iv. 

13. 18. Rev. xiv. 13. Joh. xiv. 1, 3, 

28. Lou have not loſt but parted with 

a near and precious Relative; we, with 

a Friend; this Congregation, ' with a 
Abl? D 3 choice 
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choide arid uſeful Member; and many, 
with an ineſtimable Pattern, and kin¼k 
and liberal Beneſactoreſs. But, Heaven 
hath got her nobleft and ſublimeſt part, 
and what was nearlieſt allied to God 
and Chriſt, her Soul; the Grave her 
earthly Tabernacle; and you mapa Fan, 
the benefit of her ſo exemplary and en- 
dearing Chriſtian - life and temper. 
Much time ſhe ſpent with God in ſecret 
Faſt, 1 or fue Hours euery Day in her 
2 former time, and in her later 
rs ſix hours daily in her-cloſet Re- 
tirements and Devoti In her at- 
tendance upon Ordinances ſhe was more 
than fre _ even conſtant; twice on 
the Weekly Lectures, and ever upon 
the Lord's Day, however the Weather 
happned to be: Scarce, if ever, , would 
ſhe be abſent from the Lords Day's 
Worſhip in that ſtated Aſſembly, where- 
of for many Years ſhe owned her. ſelf 
to bea Member; and a great credit and 
honour - was ſhe thereunto, to the great 
fatisfattion and encouragement of her 
aged Miniſter: And thoꝰ the way there- 
to was long, and. none of the. ſmootheſt, 
was the. ever carly both in che. 
— poi Afternoon, and ſhe ever 
walked it.; ang: would ever charge her 
3700 | bh Children 5 


Children never to uſe a Coach upon the 
Lord's Day, alledging, that it was the 
Will of God that Man and Beaſt ſhould 
reſt from labour. Her concern for her 
Eternal welfare was obſerved by her 
Siſters to be very early; and in her ten- 
der Years, ſhe conſcienciouſly regarded 
and practiſed the Sanctification of the 

Chriſtian Sabbath, and the duties pro- 
per to it. No ſecret, private, publick 
duties thereto pertaining would ſhe neg- 
lect, or ſlothfully, or trivially perform, 
but even to that degree f ſrickneſs 
which amounted to a folemn guard up 
on her very Thoughts an Words: 
And herein * care was the greater, in 
that ſhe often ſaid and intimately thought 
that both Words and Imaginations 
and all the Motions, Sallyings and Work- 
ings of our Minds, were more by-Law 
Wale upon the Lord's Day than 
upon other Days. Her youthful days 
wanted nat their early ſeaſonings and 
advantages. Few Wombs produce fo 
many Daughters of Abraham's Faith 
and ſerious Religion, as that which 
hare her and her Siſters, whereof one 
died ſeveral years ago, of the ſame 
Diſtemper,. a Cancer d Breaſt, and in the 
ſame frame and hope, Two Siſters 
- D4 married 
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married two Brothers: and they hatl; 
ſtrove to provoke each other ro, and 
to out-do each other in Piety, Charity, 
and every thing exprefſive- of powerful 
Chriſtianity. Her Siſter Mrs. Petit, 


Wife, when alive, to Mr. Petit near 


Ajazate in London, was eminent for 
What is now rewarded well in Heaven; 
and the Memory of the exemplary 
Excellencies of her Spirit and be- 
haviour in Life and Death, quickned 
an Emulation in our now departed 
Friend to come behmd her in nothing 
that might repreſent Heart -· Chriſtianity 
like it ſelf to all who knew and minded 
her. Her Patience was great, and her 
Spirit ſo ſubmiſſive and ſerene, and ſo 
chearfully reſigned to the Will of God 
under the painful Senſe, and in rhe 
Fleſh-afflicting proſpect of her removal 


hence by that corroding Cancer in her 


Breaſt, as almoſt wants its Parallel. Be- 
i0g told of how little ſigns ſhe gave of 


any Impatience under the hand of God 


upon her, (which ſhe indeed ſuſpected 
in her ſelf) her anſwer was, that they 
knew not her Impatient Heart; but 
that, however, the had more Chriſtian 
Manners than to ſpeak any thing diſ- 
reſpectful of Religion; but that if ſhe 


had 
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had any Patience, it was owing to the 
goodneſs of God. Her hope was fix'd, 
her Spirit was fine, her Bowels were 
tender towards, and her Hand open to 
the Poor. The time which others ſpend 
in complaining, ſhe ſpent in preſſing 
forward towards the Mark, which 1s. 
the wiſeſt and the ſafeſt way, Her ap- 
prehenſions were clear and quick, her 
diſcourſe was favoury and profitable, 
and her replies upon fit occaſions per- 
tinent. She affected not much company 
or acquaintance, nor time-waſting viſits, 
nor vain converſation, nor rigid cen- 
ſuring of Perſons, nor any thing prag. 
matical or clandeſtine; and to diſſem- 
bling ſhe was an utter ttranger and ene- 
my. Poor and Faithful Labourers in 
the Vineyard of her Lord, as ſhe was 
able, ſhe was generouſly kind to. Over 
her own Body ſhe exerciſed diſcipline, 

being ſeverely temperate, yet without 
{ſinful cruelty, as to ſleep and diet. She 
was early and late much in her Cloſer, 
even when her Family were in their 
Beds. She cloathed her ſelf as it became 
a Chriſtian Matron. She was eminent 
in ſelt-denia!, and ever feared the leaſt 
approaches to, or compliance with what 
was ſinful. Sh: provideatly improves 
rerun 070 #7 hee 
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her Health, and uſed to ſay upon her 
fick-bed, that did one know in Health 
What it is to lie upon a Death-Bed, 
How then would Time, Health, the H. 
Scriptures, and all the means of Grace 
be improved by us ? She profeſſed her 
ſelf willing to live; tho? under ever ſo 
much pain and trouble, might it but 
be to do God further ſervice; but ſhe 
was deſirous to die. | 

She thought not Life deſirable, but 
on the account and for the ſake of living 
better; and ſhe thus expreſt her ſelf to 
thoſe about her, and related to her, 
We muſt part ſome rime or other, and 
why not now? And thereupon ſhe 
charged them to redeem time, Her 
uſual Prayer was, That ſhe might ka ve 
a tolerable, paſſage thro? this World, 
and a fafe and calie paſſing from it; 
that ſhe might be belt at the Heart; 
and beſt at the laſt; and go in Peace to 
Peace. In the extremity of her Pain 
fhe uſed to ſay, That Heaven would 
make amends for all, Having been 
told by ſome, that ſhe had made Re- 
ligion her chief buſineſs, ſhe ſaid, It 
was he r deſire ſo to do; and that no- 
thing was to be done upon a dying Bed, 
but to be patient and to reſt ſatisfied 0 
the 
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the Will of God. When near expiring 
ſhe defired that Joh. xiv. and Heb. xit. 
might be read to her; and at the read- 
ing of one, which I semember nor, 
f = being ſunk into her Head, pre- 
ently ſhe breathed her Soul into her 
Saviour's Boſom, there to repoſe it ſelf 
till Cheiſt return to call and ferch lus 
compleated Family and Body to him- 
ſelf in Glory. God gave her an In- 
dearing and Indulging Husband, with 
whom ſhe lived in comfortable Wed- 
lock many- Years, to their great mutual 
Satisfaction, and to the promoting of 
Chriſtian godlineſs in their Family. 
She was a Faithful, Chaſte delightful 
Wife; a tender hearted and kind Mo- 
ther ; far from being a niggardly, Im- 
perious Miſtriſs ; for ſhe governed her 
Servants, and got and ruled their Hearts 
by Love- And to her Friends, who 
more kind, uſeful and faithful than her 
elf? Her Memory is Embalmed with 
+ good report from all, wherero her 
blameleſs fruitful prudent Life, from 
firſt to laſt, hath Miniftred moſt abun- 
dantly. She is gone, ſhe is gone: a 
welcome Soul, a grateful ſight to Hea- 
ven, I doubt it not. Mourn not ye 
Relatives and Friends for her, but vo 
> on 57 11 07 
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Your ſelves. . Her God and yours yet 
ves and reigns, and your Redeemer: 
ever abides the ſame. Be Followers of 
8 Patience, Faith, Hope, and Ho- 
— ſunder long. I am not back ward 
to believe that ; the d yed in Hope that 
you. and ſhe ſhould meet, again with, 

endleſs Joy. Do not then fruſtrate, as 
I hope you will not, ſuch an Expecta - 
tion. Lou have many Relatives and 
Friends in Heaven; and many, if not 
all, ſtand fair ſor it, Let us all 
take timely and effectual, Care that we 
fall not ſhort; of Heaven. Follow her 
cloſely,and you cannot wi * See 
Feb, vi. 9 12. 
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III. What an ialtructive and a- 
wakening Call to us of this Congre- 
gation, is the removal of this our de- 
ceaſed Friend? Yea, and that of o- 
thers, hath a loud Voice and Er- 
rand to us. God ſpeaks to us as well 
as to the Relatives of thoſe who, with - 


in a ſew Months by Death, are de- 


Fler from us. We are ere long to 
How them in our determined courſes; 
when, Where, and how, or yet how 
Ons we little know: One leſs than — 
mers 


ruitfulneſs, and chen you cannot 
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tnerly we have to Pray with and for us; 
and to be helpful and exemplary to us. 
But plain it is that, 8 


1. Heaven is worth our looking after, 
and that with early and ſerious Indu- 
ſtry and Reſolution. You fee that State, 

as here reprefented by this ſacred and 
prophetick Pen, to be the full reverſe. 
of this our ſorrowful and miſerable 
World. Here Sin reigns to Death: 
Tears are plentiful: Sorrows are various 
and great and almoſt conſtant, in that 
their Springs are many, and none of 
them to be fully dryed up, whilſt this 
World laſts: Injuries, Cruelty, and 
Perſecutions, the Spawa and Product of 
Malignity, when can this World be 
likely to be freed here-from ? Never 
rill Sin and Satan, and all Men who 
are enllaved thereto, be carried off. 
And as to Pain, it ſpeaks and iſſues 
from, and is entailed upon theſe mortal 
Bodics, which are but as bulky Veſſels 
of Miſeries and Paſſions, and Butts 
for Rage, and Malice, and hurtful In- 
fluences ro ſhoot at, to ſtick their Ar- 
rows in How muchdoth Heaven then 
claim and merit our Purſuit thereof? 
Had. the Deceaſed been a trifler in Souls 


work, 
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work; her Hope and Patiende had fail- 
ed her, when moſt needful and mott 
uſctul to her in her laſt viſitation. 


2. There is a God in Heaven whom 
we muſt mind, obey, love and wait 
upon, and fix our full Repoſe in. No 
God! no Heaven! no Godin Heaven! 
who then can wipe all Tears away? 
Sorely none but he who can make all 
Things new : If then we forfeit his Fa- 
vour by defacing bis Image, diſhonour- 
ing his Name, and by rejetting or 
abuſing his Grace in Chriſt. How can 
we expect ſuch great Indemnities as 
theſe,” to be the Portion of our Cup ? 


2. Souls are more valuable than this 
World and Fleſh; we ſee what mortal 
Bodyes are obnoxious and doomed to; 
and Souls thereby, during their abode 
therein, The Apoſtle's Inventory of 
his experienced Calamities (in 2 Cor. 
xi. 23. 27-) in whole or in part, is en- 
tailed upon us as our deſigned and moſt 
fit Inheritance here: But as to out 
Souls, as all our Joyes or Sorrows aim 
at them and fix therein, fo it they be 
ſound and ſafe, what here our Bodies 
feel at preſent, they will improve, and 
at laſt be reſcued from, | 
| 4; The 
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43᷑ The beſt muſt ſuffer in the Fleſh; 
and many of God's choiceſt Servants 
are therein moſt ſeverely dealt with; 
Heb. xi. 36, 37. It is wiſely and kind- 
ly left upon Record by an inſpired Pen, 
that no Man knoweth Love or Hatred 
by all that is before them, Eccl. ix. 1+ 3. 
Whether the wiſe Man there perſonates 
the ſenſual and voluptuous Perſon, or 
his own former too licentious, or his 
afterward convinced penitent Self, I 
leave to the obſervant and judicious 
Reader's thought. But take it as you 
will, yet this abides an evident great 
and uſeſul Truth, That God oft lowes 
them beſt, whoſe Bodies he is moſt ſevere 
upon. For Fleſh muſt turn to Duſt at 
laſt, and there is no diſcharge from that 
War; and when raiſed from the Dead, 
it muſt be Fleſh no more, but be more 
ſuited to the Functions of the heavenly 
Soul in Glory, than to what concerns 
this animal Life. Old Bodies then 
muſt paſs away, as well as the old 
Heavens and Earth. But as to theſe 
earthly Tabernacles, altho' heavenly 
Spirits ſojourn in them, yet muſt th 
be expoſed to the Severities of theſe 
ſtormy Regions which now encompaſs 
| us. 


us. Our Bodies at the preſent are what J 


they ſhall never be again; and they 
-muſt bear the Characters and Marks 
of his Diſpleaſure now, tho? all this 
-while God's Eyes and Heart are” fixt 


upon the Soul with Pleaſure in it, and 


for its deſigned good. It is no won- 


der if choiceſt Servants, whilſt in their 


earthly Tabernacles, do groan and have 
their Burthens in them. It cannot juft- 


ly be a Scandal to themſelves or others, 
if Cancers, Ulcers, or the acuteſt Pains, 
even to Stink and Rottenneſs ſhould 
reach this Fleſh, ſeeing hereby we are 
weaned and preſerved from what would 


cheat us now, and ruine us for ever, 


and ſhall become more fit to be eter- 
nally delivered herefrom, Lab. xvi. 25. 


5. Conſtant readineſs for this bleſſed 
Change and State, cannot but be the 


greateſt Wiſdom, Lt. xii. 35. 40. 


2 Pet ii. 14. for different Characters 
and Courſes will iſſue in as different 
States and Entertainments at the next 
great Change, Ro. ii. 4, 11. 2 Theſſ. 
4, 10. Gal. vi. 7 9. Rev. XX. 12. 
Wo to us all if that great Day ſhould 
find us fooliſh Virgins, in Mat. xxv. ie: 


6. Card 
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z. Tate ſhould be taken by us that we 
neet our Lord and Her who is gont 
him in Peace „Lal. Xiii. 245 28. 
here” Will be moſt diſmal parting 
ork indeed, when Perſons near and 
ſear to one another here, ſhall bid 
Irewel' for ever. When Pareiits and 
hildren, Husbands and Wives, at 
Chriſt's right Hand, ſhall cheerfully 
ome forth to teſtifie againſt their 
arraigned Relatives, and to rejoyce in 
their Condemnation and Deſtruction; 
ind that they are no more to live to- 
gether. 


A ww A mn wy oe»  . . 


7. Conſtant Attendance upon our 
Fithful Teachers in their Services to 
ur Souls, will befriend us not a little 
at our laſt Minutes in our Remem- 
brances thereof, Heb. xiii, 17. Chriſt 
In his Day will tell us of what Reviv- 
ings or Piſcouragements, we Aged or 
Youn Miniſters recei d from you, 
Luk. x. 16, 11. ii Cor. 1. 24. | 
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a wks: (Chriſtians; is cruly 19 0 "ah a 
be joſt when: dead, ii Cor. v. * 


i Theſſ: iv. 13 14. "I Ivii,..4 
Their Jaſt:Paitgs and Groans take che 
ſtom all further Miſeries and Death, 
and Fears, thereof, and enter them 
to endleſs Joys. What more there i 
Heaven only can mee 115 
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